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Special Programs
Administration

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

August 26, 1999

Mr. Bill Janacek, Vice President
NorAm Gas Transmission
1600 Smith
Houston, Texas 77002

CPF No. 47105-M
Dear Mr. Janacek:

During July and August 1997, a representative of the Southwest Region, Office of Pipeline
Safety, pursuant to Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code, conducted an onsite pipeline safety
inspection of NorAm Gas Transmission (NGT) and Mississippi River Transmission Corporation
(MRT)   records at Shreveport, Louisiana.

As a result of a review of your operating, maintenance, and emergency manuals, the
requirements for which are set forth in Section 192.605 (a), the following inadequate
procedures were noted:

1. § 191.15 Transmission and Gathering system: Incident report

§ 191.15(b) states that “Where additional related information is obtained after a
report is submitted under paragraph (a) of this section, the operator shall make a
supplemental report as soon  as practicable with a clear reference by date and
subject to the original report.”

NGT/MRT O&M Book 1, Procedure No.: 104 Incident Reporting
This procedure does not include directions for the operator to submit supplemental
accident information to comply with § 191.15(b).

2. § 192.605 Procedural manual for operations, maintenance, and emergencies.

§ 192.605(c)(4) requires  . . . Periodically reviewing the response of operator
personnel to determine the effectiveness of the procedures controlling abnormal
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operation and taking corrective action where deficiencies are found.      

NGT/MRT O&M Book 1, Procedure No.: 200 Abnormal Operations
There are no specific directions within NGT/MRT O&M Book 1, Procedure No.: 200
Abnormal Operations to comply with § 192.605(c)(4).  Your procedure No.: 200 does
have a Investigating & Correcting procedure, however, it requires that “The abnormal
condition  . . . itself . . .   shall be reviewed by operations to determine what preventative
measures may be taken to reduce the possibility of this condition recurring.” 

3. § 192.614 Damage prevention program

As of September 20, 1995, § 192.614(c)(2) requires a damage prevention program
for pipelines in Class 1 & 2 areas.
     
NGT/MRT O&M Book 1, Procedure No.: 208 Damage Prevention Program
Your current procedure NO.: 208A.2 states  . . . Although pipelines in Class 1 & 2 areas
are not required, it may be desirable to identify all pipelines in some geographic
locations.

4. § 192.707 Line markers for mains and transmission lines

As of March 20, 1996, § 192.707(b)(4) requires the placement of line markers in
class 3 or 4 locations.

     NGT/MRT O&M Book 1, Procedure No.: 224 Pipeline Markers.
Procedure No.: 224A.2.b. is incorrect in stating that “Line markers are not required for
buried pipelines that are . . . In Class 3 or Class 4 locations  . . .  where a damage
prevention program is in effect under § 192.614.”  § 192.707(b) allows this exception
only for mains.

As provided in 49 C.F.R. §190.237, this notice serves as your notification that this office
considers your procedures/plans inadequate.  Under 49 C.F.R. § 190.237, you have a right to
submit written comments or request an informal hearing.  You must submit written comments
or a request for a hearing within 30 days after receipt of this notice.  After reviewing the record,
the Associate Administrator for Pipeline Safety will determine whether your plans or
procedures are adequate.  The criteria used in making this determination are outlined in 49
C.F.R. § 190.237.  If you do not wish to contest this notice, please provide your revised
procedures within 30 days of receipt of this notice.

Sincerely,

James C. Thomas
Director, Southwest Region



3

Enclosures: 1) NGT Procedure No. 104, Incident Reporting
2) NGT Procedure No. 200, Abnormal Operations
3) NGT Procedure No. 208, Damage Prevention Program
4) NGT Procedure No. 224, Pipeline Markers
5) Procedures for responding to the Notice of Amendment


